
Message to the Parishioners of St Thomas Aquinas and St. Joseph Parishes
Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Joseph’s Parishes:
As you know, the Archdiocese filed for Creditor Protection on Dec. 21, 2021. This filing provided us withan initial 30 day period of protection (called a Stay) from creditors to enable us to continue thepreparation of a proposal for our creditors. The Stay can be extended in increments of up to 45 days fora total period not exceeding 6 months from the date that it was filed.
As part of the process of preparing a proposal for our creditors, we have commissioned appraisals of allthe major Archdiocesan and parish properties and buildings in the greater St. John’s area and we intendto offer all of these properties for sale. In the future, we will also be offering for sale all the churchowned buildings and properties in the other parts of the Archdiocese. This means that at some pointyour parish church, rectory and hall buildings and properties will be advertised for sale.
Furthermore, on December 20th, as a consequence of filing for Creditor Protection, parish bank accountswere consolidated and each parish received the equivalent of 45 days of operating capital. As theparishes and diocese no longer have overdraft protection, parishes must be financially self-sustaining.All parish expenses will need to be funded from this operating capital and parish collections and fund-raising efforts. Parishes unable to remain self-sustaining will need to be closed.
This requirement for parishes to be self-sustaining and the pending sale of parish buildings andproperties raises pastoral questions that require serious deliberation and timely decisions:1. Are your parishes capable of being self-sustaining?2. Should you be amalgamating your two parishes?3. Should you be looking to buy back one or more of the churches and, if so, which church(es) andhow will you raise the funds to do so?4. If you do not think any of the present churches should be bought back and/or that the funds canbe raised to do so, what alternative location and plan would you suggest for providing pastoralministry in your region of the diocese in the future?
On February 4th I met with your Pastor, Father Nelson, and your Parish Pastoral and Finance Councils, toprayerfully reflect on these questions and to have them share with me their thoughts and suggestions.
I am truly sorry to be having to share this news with you. However, it is the situation we are now facing.If we can face it together, prayerfully, proactively seeking God’s wisdom and guidance in discerning howbest to resolve our legal obligations while ensuring the ongoing practice and celebration of the Catholicfaith in all the regions of the Archdiocese, God will not fail to assist and guide us.
With gratitude to you for your collaboration and support in dealing with our present situation and askingfor your prayers for God’s wisdom and guidance, I remain,
Yours in Christ,
+Peter HundtArchbishop of St. John’s


